TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

FAMILY VIOLENCE COORDINATING COUNCIL

The Tenth Judicial Circuit Family Violence Coordinating Council was convened in September 1993. The Council serves five counties in central Illinois, Marshall, Peoria, Putnam, Stark and Tazewell.  Currently it is chaired by Honorable Lisa Wilson and staffed by Council Coordinator, Mary Taylor.  It is comprised of 7 committees including, Steering, Elder Victims, Health Care Providers, Inner Faith, Rural and School Services.  Members of the criminal justice system, court system, faith community, healthcare and social service community sit on each of the committees.
The purpose of the Family Violence Coordinating Council is to provide a coordinated response to family violence in our communities.  The Council works to improve institutional and professional response to family violence issues.  It also engages in educational, intervention, prevention and coordination of services for victims and perpetrators of child abuse, domestic violence and elder abuse.  A goal of the Council is to contribute to the improvement of the legal system and the administration of justice.

Over the last twenty years the Council has made a major impact on how domestic violence issues are addressed within our circuit.  Some of our accomplishments include:

· Developed the "Special Needs of the Elder Victim" training which is being used through out the state.
· Participated in the Schools Respond to Family Violence Guidebook, training faculty and staff at several schools circuit wide to recognize and respond to children living in violence.
· Developed and distributed over 3000 Health Care Providers Resource Directories.

· Recognized as the "Home Town Hero" for our Donate a Phone Project collecting several thousand phones for use by victims of domestic violence.

· Trained residents at the University of Illinois Medical School, Psychiatric Nurses Assoc. and OSF School of Nursing on a curriculum developed by our Health Care Providers Committee, Screening for Victims of Domestic Violence.
· Provided educational speakers and trainings on a quarterly basis for the entire community regarding a varied range of topics related to domestic violence issues.

· Developed Elder Protocols based on a comprehensive, multi-disciplinary approach for responding to abuse, neglect and financial exploitation of the elderly that are being used circuit wide.

· Trained all State's Attorney's offices in all 5 counties on the new domestic violence protocol including elder abuse and abuse of people with disabilities.

· Hosted a training in collaboration with Peoria Police Dept. on the new domestic violence protocol for all law enforcement in the Tenth Circuit.

· Hosted a training for all Judges in 9th, 10th and 11th Circuits on Medical Aspects of Child Maltreatment: Background Knowledge for Judges.
· Helped in establishing and participates in the Central Illinois Adult Fatality Review Team.

.
Council members represent a wide variety of agencies within the community including criminal justice system, courts, health care, clergy, schools, probation, and social services.  Council members participate and hold leadership positions in other collaborating community partners such as Safe to Live, Safe from the Start, Youth Services Network Panel, CASA, Peoria County Family Justice Center and Voices for Illinois Children.  Working together, step by step, the Council in the Tenth Judicial Circuit will continue to make a difference in the lives of those touched by domestic violence.  For further information please contact, Mary Taylor, 309-672-6992, mtaylor@co.peoria.il.us.
